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42  BUCKING THE BAITCASTER TREND Threadline 
reels for barra? No way! Dave Green has been 
absolutely slaying the fish on them lately, so don’t be 
too quick to judge.

46  BREAM ON FLY Tackling an old favourite on the 
long wand has given Phil Bennett heaps of jollies in 
recent times.

50  THE AFTER DARK POOL One of Dave Rae’s local 
bass streams refused to fire while the sun was up, 
but it was a different story after dark.

54  DVD BARRA Starlo chronicles the making of 
Offshore Productions’ latest fishing DVD at Lake 
Awoonga.

58  BARRA, BIRDS AND CROCS Arnhemland 
Barramundi Nature Lodge is becoming increasingly 
well known for critters other than just barramundi, 
as Dick Eussen discovered.

66  DIRTY WATER BASS As Dave ‘Rainman’ Seaman 
can attest, the bass are still there when all your 
favourite rivers turn to mud — it’s just that a 
different approach is needed to find them.

69  BREAM IN THE BULRUSHES Ben Knaggs has 
an uncanny ability for sniffing out big South Aussie 
bream, often in small, nondescript waterways.

74  ASK THE PROS Alistair McGlashan talks to Barra, 
Bass and Bream’s top writers about their favourite 
species, personal bests, future fishing goals and 
dream locations.

 

78  GEARED FOR THE CAPE There’s no tougher 
environment for testing new barra tackle than the 
wilds of Cape York, and Warren Steptoe’s selection 
for his latest trip came through with flying colours.

83  SAS BASS So there are bass in Western Australia 
— and cod, too. Kim Bain goes under cover to find 
them.

85   MUD FLAT BARRA Targeting barra working tidal 
mud flats is one of Micah Adams’ favourite fishing 
techniques, and it certainly gets results.

89  LAKE MACQUARIE BREAM Now 100 per cent 
net-free, Lake Macquarie is turning up quality 
bream fishing for Jamie Robley and a host of locals.

93  THE GIRLS AT GLENBAWN A first for NSW, this 
females-only event was a smashing success. 
Leeann Payne reports.

96  WHAT A WEEKEND! Despite a few major 
disasters, John Mondora’s team finally hit the water 
in the Daiwa BARRA comp and did surprisingly well 
after a late start.

99  IBA TOURNAMENT 2005 A comp that offers bass 
and barra in the same impoundment can only be a 
recipe for success. Kim Bain was there.

102  A LENGTHY DEBATE Rod length can have 
a major bearing on small lure bream spinning 
success, as noted Australian rod builder, Ian Miller, 
explains.

107  BARRACADE Gill nets are doing some good 
for once, as part of a barramundi stock sampling 
exercise on Corroboree Billabong. Peter Hurt was 
there to record the results.

 

110  OFFICE HOURS’ BARRA After dark is not 
necessarily the best time to find those big lake 
barramundi, as Neil Schultz explains.

THRU THE WAKE

114  QUICKSILVER 445 DINGHY 
DELUXE 
Dave Krantz

117  GS MARINE XTREME XM500S  
Dave Krantz

REGULAR SNAGS

8 AJ’S ROCKBAR Alex Julius
10 SCOOP Steve Cooper
12 LEEANN Leeann Payne
14 GREENY David Green
16 BETWEEN CASTS Warren Steptoe
18 SEAMO’S SPIN David Seaman
20 BUSHY ON BREAM Bushy
22 SHOOTING HEADS Peter Morse
24 STARLO’S PERCH Steve Starling
26 MORGO’S MUMBLES Steven Morgan
28 BUSH TRACKS Dick Eussen
30 BIG PONDS Neil Schultz
32 KIMMY Kim Bain
34 LOWRANCE SOUNDER COMPETITION
36 FISHING GUIDES PROFILE
40 FEEDBACK
73 GET THE POINT
124 GOOD GEAR
130  NOTES FROM A CRANKY OLD 
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For more information about any of these products see your tackle store or boating accessories dealer or contact  

PO Box 652 Botany Bay NSW 1455
Tel (02) 9695 7799 Fax (02) 6965 1365
www.bassermillyard.com.au

QUALITY TACKLE AT YOUR NEAREST RETAILER NOW!

The A-Salt Bomber, as its name suggests, is a heavy 
duty lure aimed at saltwater fish species. Based on 
a super-tough polycarbonate body, it features heavy 
wire hangers and hooks, heavy duty split rings and a 
special internal weighting system designed for making 
those extra long blue-water casts. 
     The beauty of the A-Salt series is that they feature 
the strength and durability of a large lure, yet they 
measure in at only 14.6cm with a weight of 26g. This 
makes them an incredibly versatile lure, especially in 
areas where there is a large mix of species. With the 
A-Salt Bomber you can relax, safe in the knowledge 
that the lure is not too big to spook some of the less 
aggressive, but often better eating species, yet has the 
attraction and strength to handle the even biggest of 
predators.
     The A-Salt Bomber dives down 2-4 feet on an 
average cast, trolls at 4-6 feet and comes in a range of 
holographic finishes that are sure to draw a strike from 
even the most discerning of fish. A great all-rounder, 
the A-Salt will produce the goods on fish such as 
Barra, GT’s, Coral Trout, Queenies, Tuna, Mackeral, 
Kings, Salmon and Bonito.

A-SALT BOMBER

Platil Millenium Fused Spectra

This 100% Spectra Fibre line is thermally enhanced 
with a unique hot coating process.  This provides 
for longer smoother casting, improved knot holding 
and high abrasion resistance.  
     This is sensational line for all applications in 
Australia.  Its minimal stretch and super sensitivity 
means you will feel everything happening at the 
business end of your line. You’ll improve your 
hook-up rate with Platil Millennium fused Spectra.  
Available in fluoro yellow & green. Breaking strains 
10lb-150lbs. Spooled in 120m, 300m, 600m,1000m 
and 2300m. Official Line – 2004 NT Barra Classic

POP �N SHRIMP

The Bomber Pop ‘N Shrimp is designed to be fished 
over shallow flats and grass beds, pop ‘n and skipping 
like a fleeing shrimp on the surface. Lifelike antennae 
and legs create a live shrimp profile that fish can’t 
resist.
     The lure features saltwater grade hooks and 
hardware to handle anything that snacks on it. At 
8.7cm in length and 12.8g in weight, the Pop ‘N 
Shrimp is a brilliant lure to fish around shallow weed 
beds and lily pads for fish such as Bass and small Cod 
in the freshwater. It has also produced some excellent 
results in the salt, particularly when fished right in 
close to structure. Some very nice Mangrove Jacks 
have fallen victim to its lifelike surface action. As have 
some very large Bream, Tarpon and Trevally.  

Get down and dirty with these outstanding 
downriggers from Scotty. Troll lures right down in the 
strike zone. These units are sensational in freshwater 
impoundments and deep estuaries where you need to 
place your lures right where the fish are. 
     They are ruggedly built, simple to use and will 
definitely improve your hook-up rate.  Models 
available include the Lake Troller models 1071 and 
1073 for freshwater, and the Strongarm model 1080 
and the electrics suitable for both fresh and salt.  
Troll with a Scotty and catch more fish!

Scotty Downriggers

classic f18 manta ray

Rob Gaden has perfected the “Manta Ray” bib to get 
this slim profile lure down below 18 ft. on the troll. As a 
result the lure is also a crash diver when casting, getting 
down below 8 ft. when retrieving an average cast. This lure has 

undergone 2 months of exhaustive testing by the staff 
at Arnhemland Barramundi Nature Lodge in Maningrida 
N.T. and come through with flying colours. 
     Because the lure is bib towed, we needed to develop 
an industry benchmark fixing system for the bib which 
did not involve glue. The result was the revolutionary 
“TwinPin ChinLock” system which uses two Stainless 
Steel pins to permantly hold the bib in place. This 
means perfect alignment every time. 
     Available early 2006.
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